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PURPOSE


The purposes of this policy are to establish standards for purchasing and maintaining the uniforms worn by,  and to develop a grooming code for, the members of the Detroit Lakes Police Department.  

POLICY


It is the policy of the Detroit Lakes Police Department that all personnel maintain a professional, uniform appearance while on-duty. 

COMMENT


All sworn police officers for the Detroit Lakes Police Department receive a uniform allowance in order to purchase new uniforms or civilian clothing and to maintain their current clothing or uniforms so that the officers look professional while carrying out their duties.  In order for our appearance to be “uniform” we need a standard from which to draw.  Department members have until 7/1/2000 to bring their wardrobe into compliance with the provisions of this order. 

PROCEDURE

A. Authorized Uniform Articles – shall consist of, but are not limited to:

1. Winter jacket (“Blauer” brand) - Navy blue, waist length.

2. Raincoat and hat cover – black and orange reversible

3. Eight Point Navy Blue uniform hat with hat badge

4. Black or dark brown mink fur hat with hat badge

5. Long-sleeve uniform shirts – Navy blue for Officers and Sergeant, white for Captain and Chief.

6. Short-sleeve uniform shirts – Navy blue for Officers and Sergeant, white for Captain and Chief.

7. Trousers – Navy blue slacks – polyester or wool blend, no BDU’s.

8. Gun belt with accessories (belt keepers, ammunition pouch, handcuff pouch, ASP baton and carrier, “MACE” container and carrier, holster, sidearm, and “D” rings).  Black basketweave.

9. DLPD brass on shirt and outerwear

10. Rank insignia on shirt and outerwear

11. Breast badge on shirt and outerwear

12. Name plate on shirt and outerwear

13. Hat badge

14. Black non-designed stockings or white worn inside boot

15. Black plain-toe uniform shoes or boots (leather and polishable)

16. Black mourning bands for badges

17. Navy blue commando sweater - optional

B. Summer Uniforms (to be worn April – October or as dictated by climate):

1. Eight point Navy blue hat with badge.

2. Short-sleeve shirt – white or Navy blue, collar insignia or rank designation, name plate, and breast badge.

3. Navy blue uniform pants.

4. Gun belt with accessories (belt keepers, ammunition pouch, handcuff pouch, ASP baton and carrier, “MACE” container and carrier, holster, sidearm, and “D” rings).

5. Black uniform shoes or boots and black stockings.

6. Summer “Dress” uniform shall be a white uniform short-sleeve shirt with collar insignia or rank designation, name plate, and breast badge.

C. Winter Uniforms (to be worn November – March or as dictated by climate):
1. Dark brown or Black mink fur hat with hat badge.

2. Long-sleeve uniform shirt white or Navy blue, collar insignia or rank designation, name plate, breast badge.

3. Gun belt with accessories (belt keepers, ammunition pouch, handcuff pouch, ASP baton and carrier, “MACE” container and carrier, holster, sidearm, and “D” rings).

4. Black uniform shoes or boots.

5. Black winter gloves or mittens.

6. Navy blue necktie , OR Blauer “Commando” sweater with navy  blue necktie, OR navy blue turtleneck/dickey with “DLPD” embroidered on left side in ½ inch white letters.  White turtleneck/dickey optional for Captain and Chief.

D. Dress Uniforms (for parades, funerals, etc.)
1. Eight point Navy blue hat with badge. 

2. Solid white uniform shirt – Long-sleeve for winter, short-sleeve for summer, collar insignia or rank designation, name plate, breast badge.

3. Navy blue necktie with tie tack (with long-sleeve shirt).

4. Gun belt with accessories (belt keepers, ammunition pouch, handcuff pouch, ASP baton and carrier, “MACE” container and carrier, holster, sidearm, and “D” rings).

5. Black uniform shoes or boots and black or Navy blue stockings.

E.  Bicycle Patrol Uniform

1. Black low-cut shoes

2. Black or white socks

3. Navy shorts

4. White DLPD polo shirt with patches on shoulders

5. Gunbelt and accessories

6.   Black spandex riding shorts under uniform shorts - optional

F. Maintenance of Uniform and Accessories

1. The uniform shall be maintained in a presentable condition at all times.

a. Uniforms and accessories will fit properly, be clean, neatly pressed and be free of rips, tears, holes, frayed edges, missing buttons, and faded colors.

b. Uniforms will be buttoned and zippered unless otherwise specified, pockets will not present a bulging appearance and sleeve emblems will be securely sewn on the uniform.

2. A polished luster will be maintained on shoes, belts, belt accessories, and metal parts of the uniform.

G. Acceptable Standards for Personal Grooming

1. Personnel will pay particular attention to personal cleanliness

2. Sworn Personnel (Male)

a. Hair

i. Shall be clean, neatly trimmed, and combed.

ii. Shall be cut to present a tapered appearance and when combed, shall not fall over the ears or eyebrows, or extend over the shirt or coat collar when standing with the head in a normal erect position, except for the closely cut hair at the back of the neck.

iii. Shall not interfere with the proper wearing of any authorized uniform headgear.

iv. The wearing of a wig or hair piece while in uniform or on duty is permissible.  If worn, it shall conform to the standards set forth in this procedure.

b. Mustache

i. May be worn by personnel.

ii. If worn, shall be kept trimmed and clean.

iii. No portion shall extend below the corners of the mouth.

iv. Shall not twist in an upward position or be curled with any wax applied.

c. Sideburns

i. Shall not extend downward beyond the lowest part of the earlobe .

ii. Shall be trimmed and neat in appearance.

iii. Sideburns will be of an even width, not flared or bushy.  The base shall be a clean shaven, horizontal line.

d. The face shall be clean shaven except for sideburns and mustaches as defined.

3. Sworn Personnel (Female)

a. Hair

i. The length, bulk, or appearance of natural hair shall not be excessive, ragged, or unkempt.

ii. Shall be neatly groomed.

iii. Shall not be worn longer than the bottom of the shirt or coat collar at the back of the neck when standing with the head in a normal posture.

iv. Shall be styled back away from the face.

v. May be worn slightly over the ears, but in no case shall the bulk or length of the hair interfere with the proper wearing of authorized uniform headgear.

vi. Loose-hanging pony tails/braided hair is not permitted.

vii. No ribbons or ornaments shall be worn in the hair except for neat, inconspicuous bobby pins or conservative barrettes which blend in with the hair color.

b. Cosmetics

Cosmetics, if worn, shall be of conservative color and worn in good taste.

4. All Sworn Personnel

a. Fingernails

i. Shall be clean and trimmed.  Nails shall not extend beyond the tips of the fingers.

ii. Female members may wear fingernail polish, neutral in color.

b. Jewelry

i. Jewelry which detracts from the professional appearance of a sworn member or which constitutes a safety hazard is not permitted.

ii. Female members may wear earrings of small, inconspicuous design.  Pierced earrings, if worn, shall be post-type with no loops or dangling attachments.

iii. Male members shall not wear an earring(s) of any type or design.

iv. Members may wear no more than two rings (a wedding set is considered one ring).  The ring(s) shall be conservative and in good taste.

c.  Eyeglasses

i. Conservative prescription eyeglasses are authorized for wear.

ii. Conservative prescription and non-prescription sunglasses are authorized.

iii. Eyeglasses or sunglasses that are “faddish” or have lenses or frames with initials or mirrored lenses shall not be worn while in uniform.

           H.  Non-uniform Assignment

Officers assigned to “plain clothes” duty shall wear attire appropriate for their duties.  (i.e. undercover work, surveillance, crime scene processing, public speaking engagements, court testimony etc…)

I.  School Liaison 

Officers assigned to school liaison duty may wear either regular patrol uniform of a “soft” uniform consisting of blue slacks and white polo with limited gunbelt and accessories appropriate for a school setting.

              J.  Civilian employees

Clothing worn must be appropriate for assignment and presentable to the public.

             K.  Inspection

                             The Chief of Police, Captain and Sergeant will conduct on-going                                                                                                       inspection of the uniforms and clothing worn by all employees.  Any clothing which does not conform with the requirements of this order shall not be worn on duty.  Any uniform that is no longer serviceable shall be removed from service.           

L. Motorcycle Patrol


“The Minnesotan” leather jacket is approved for use during motorcycle patrol only effective 9-22-00.  Manufactured by Taylor Leatherwear and available through Uniforms Unlimited.                                                                                          
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